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PRESS RELEASE 
 

USAID program helps Macedonian courts improve efficiency and 
performance  

Court user satisfaction reached 78% for the basic courts that participated in a pilot program of the Court 
Modernization Project (CMP) supported by the United States Agency for International Development’s 
(USAID).  This is a result of the application of new and more effective administrative methodologies to 
improve court efficiency, as well as of the training for court staff and facility improvements carried out in 
these courts.  Since the beginning of the USAID’s Court Modernization Project, ten Macedonian basic 
courts participated in its pilot program.  USAID is part of the U.S. Mission to Macedonia.  

“Over the past five years, USAID has invested through our Court Modernization Project over $13.0 million 
to support the judicial reform process in Macedonia.”, said USAID Mission Director Patricia Rader at the 
recent inauguration of the upgraded court facilities in Gevgelija.  “Of that total amount, $2.8 million went to 
upgrade court facilities, enhance security, and improve information technology in order to promote the 
efficiency of the courts and to increase citizens’ access to courts.”  

The Court Modernization Project worked with the Ministry of Justice and the judiciary to carry out 
legislative and structural reforms to address the weaknesses in the judiciary and to overcome the key 
procedural impediments for efficient and timely dispute resolution and enforcement of court decisions.  
The project ends on September 30,2007.  Some of the major project accomplishments are:    

• Support for enactment of legislation to strengthen the independence and efficiency of judicial 
system including Law on Independent Court Budget, Civil Procedure Law, Law on 
Enforcement, Constitutional Amendments, Law on Courts and Law on Judicial Council;  

• Reduction of backlog of civil cases pending for over three years in the pilot courts by 58%; 
• Establishment of a functioning Administrative Office of the Court Budget Council; 
• Full automation of the court budget management process; 

• Training courses, seminars, conferences, study tours and public discussions for 5,519 
participants; 

• Establishment of court administrative staff training; and 
• Development of a cadre of educators for judicial and non-judicial staff. 

NOTES TO THE EDITORS 

The American people, through USAID, have invested more than $450 million in Macedonia since 1993. 
Over 25 projects worth more than $25 million a year are currently being implemented. These projects are 
designed to support Macedonia’s transition to a free market-based, multi-ethnic democracy. They include 
initiatives to accelerate economic growth, develop democratic institutions, and educate citizens for a 
modern economy. USAID provides economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 100 countries.  
For more information please visit http://macedonia.usaid.gov  

 


